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Descriptive and substantive representation The current study explores how immigrants are represented within the two largest political parties in Sweden, the Social Democratic Party and the Moderate Party. Apart from exploring the descriptive representation of immigrants in the Swedish parliament, this article explores whether immigrant representation in the two parties in question results in visible diversity in views on immigration and in particular asylum politics. We are predominantly interested in exploring whether immigrant parliamentarians, who might have identities and experiences differing from the majority of the parliamentarians, represent views departing from the general party lines. The theoretical underpinnings of the article are based on an intersectionality approach and historical and feminist institutionalism, specifically the politics of presence, which explores the link between a critical mass in politics and critical acts or substantive representation. The first findings of the study, which have been reached primarily through a qualitative comparative analysis of survey material, are mixed. The number of Social Democratic and Moderate immigrant parliamentarians does not reach the level of foreign-born citizens in Sweden. Nevertheless, there appears to be room for diverse views on immigration and asylum politics that depart from the general party lines in both parties.
Introduction
Sweden has for decades been perceived as a humanitarian normentrepreneur, offering shelter to victims of war and political prosecutions.
The country has also strived to act as an example-setter for other European states to follow, with its liberal immigration policy although recent border controls between Sweden 1 and Denmark and a more restrictive asylum policy have now been implemented. Furthermore, Swedish citizens´ views on immigration and ethnic minorities became increasingly positive in the past few decades (Eurobarometer 82 2014; Aylott and Bolin 2015) . However, Sweden has also been confronted with structural and political integration challenges, increased polarization along with a growing support for radical right wing populism.
The current study primarily investigates how immigrants 2 , both women and men, are represented within the two largest political parties in the Swedish parliament, the Social Democratic party and the Moderate party. Apart from exploring how ethnicity, gender and cultural diversity are manifested in Swedish politics, we explore whether the views of female and male immigrant parliamentarians about immigration and asylum politics as well as gender politics appear to depart from the majority views within the respective parties, thus the general party lines. Based on own previous research on the link between equal descriptive gender representation and substantive gender representation in Scandinavian climate policy-making, the author is aware of that a critical mass or descriptive representation can be a blunt instrument not automatically resulting in critical acts, thus in a strong causal relationship between descriptive representation and substantive representation (Magnusdottir and Kronsell 2015) . However further studies on immigrant representation and its effects are warranted as limited immigrant representation in democratic institutions might be 1 In the autumn 2015 Sweden saw a massive increase in the flow of refugees seeking asylum in Sweden. This resulted in temporary border controls between Sweden and Denmark, intended to regulate the increased migration to the country from 1 st of January 2016. 2 Immigrants are here defined as foreign-born individuals or individuals with foreignb o r n parents (second generation immigrants).
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Phillips ' (2010, 515 ) discussion on the politics of presence, this article claims that the representation of political ideas on immigration and immigrants´ interests cannot be detached from the persons embodying that group.
Consequently, the article aims to explore how immigrants, both women and men, are represented within the two parties in question and whether their views depart from the general party lines and if so, whether these views appear to be acknowledged or visible within the parties in question. (Hagevi 2015; Aylott and Bolin 2015) . Second, the entrance of SD into the Swedish parliament, Riksdagen, was startling to many of the mainstream voters who perceived their entrance as a blow to both the Swedish identity and Sweden´s reputation based on humanitarian activism and an all-inclusive welfare system (Sannerstedt 2014; Hellström 2013 Hellström , 2010 . Mainstream voters and media also raised questions about whether Swedish politics were moving away from the policy of multiculturalism and liberal asylum politics, closer to the neighbouring There has been considerable debate over the years about the meaning of the concept of representation. Political theorists are inclined to use several different categories of representation (Mansbridge 2003, 520; Dahlerup 2006, 514) . In our context, it is most relevant to distinguish between the aforementioned concepts of descriptive and substantive representation. The starting point is in the 'critical mass' argument, originally formulated within the business sector by Kanter (1977) who argued that a certain number of women needed be present for their presence to be felt (Dahlerup 2006, 515) . Dahlerup (1988) descriptive and substantive representation is to be considered more of a probability than a determined and empirically established fact Kronsell 2015, 2016; Wängnerud 2009, 55) .
One might suspect that a larger community of immigrant politicians and decision-makers would have substantive impacts by increasing democracy when these immigrant representatives become engaged in a range of policy activities that they were previously excluded from. An interesting lesson to draw from gender politics is that Nordic gender quotas (mostly used in Norway and Iceland) are not merely perceived as a matter of democracy and social justice (Freidenvall and Krook 2010 ), but they are viewed as a tool to include women´s experiences and views that differ from those of men (Magnusdottir and Kronsell 2016; Inhetveen 1999 ). This is highly relevant for the current study, although the Power relations built on ethnicity have previously been overlooked in institutional theory but this study builds on historical institutionalism, using its analytical strengths and concepts while seeking to overcome its blindness.
The article therefore combines insights from historical institutionalism about 'path dependency' and the 'stickiness' of institutions with an expanded feminist institutionalism. Pierson says about power inequalities in institutions that they '…can be reinforced over time and often come to be deeply embedded in organizations and dominant modes of political action and understanding, as well as in institutional arrangements' (Pierson 2004, 11) . Furthermore, path dependency in institutions, such as the political parties, can be understood as 'sticky' because opportunities for innovation and changes are constrained by previous choices (Kenny 2007, 93) .
In our analysis, we are also inspired by the intersectionality approach although we do not employ it to the same extent as our main analytical tools, thus historical and feminist institutionalism. The idea that women have special interests and men others has been widely discussed as part of the debate on women's representation and it is with certain unease that the concept has been used. Anna Jónasdóttir (1988, 38) suggests that there is a 'minimal common denominator' in the shared interest of acting against the gender order. In later work, Jónasdóttir and Jones (2008, 9-10) argue convincingly for the relevance of the interest concept as useful for analysing gender. One problem in thinking in terms of interest, which is not taken up by these authors, is raised by Weldon (2011, 441) . She says that the problem is not: '…that women never share any interests' but that a focus on interests and a tendency to conceptualize them as common ones, lend privilege to certain women. This can be expanded to our study as we suspect that welleducated, high income earning immigrant parliamentarians might have less in common with low-income, working class immigrants than with their fellow non-immigrant parliamentarians. Consequently, it may obscure minority views by overriding the differences that exist between immigrants in terms of experiences and social positions (Weldon 2011, 442 ; see also Nagel 2012).
Methods and material
The parliamentarians do not automatically assimilate, they do make their voices known and in some areas their opinions appear to differ from the views of non-immigrant parliamentarians. Accordingly, we can cautiously claim that diversity is visible in both parties, which is in line with the ideologies of both parties. However, the diversity might be somewhat limited due to the fact that intersecting social factors, other than ethnicity, such as education, class and income, emphasize the commonalities between the immigrant parliamentarians and their non-immigrant colleagues rather than various immigrant groups in Swedish society that do not share these intersecting factors with the immigrant parliamentarians. Furthermore, the fact that there were barely any gender differences in the views of the immigrant parliamentarians might indicate that the political parties in question are path-dependent institutions, reproducing hegemonic masculinity, where gender only refers to women and the women adapt to an oppressive institutional environment. Further research is warranted in order to increase our understanding of how the political parties produce and include/exclude knowledge and organize power inequalities through formal as well as informal rules and practices.
